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These defects in the largest hospital of Chicago are
not creditable to the public, and the necessity for
putting the hospital under medical rather than lay
supervision has again been demonstrated.
At the same meeting a motion to recommend the
commissioners to abolish the hospital ticket fee for
students was voted down on the statement of Dr. T.
A. Davis that this money was used for laboratory
purposes. Resolution was finally passed inviting the
cooperation of the Chicago Medical and other regular
societies of the city, to take immediate action this
week, before the election, recommending that here¬
after the regular members of the hospital staff be
appointed on the recommendation of the Chicago
Medical Society.
GETTING RICH "BY DEGREES" IN ITALY.
The Rome correspondent of the London Lancet,
September 19, records the fact that three years ago
the sale of bogus degrees had reached proportions in
Bologna which incurred the intervention of the police,
and their manufacturer is still, it is believed, serving
his time in one of the local prisons. But the summary
example made of him has not, it would appear, proved
much of a deterrent. At least, from information
gathered in Italy the industry is still a paying one,
if the number of graduates whose scholastic record
is rather dim may be received as a test. This time
the University which confers the diplomas is not
Bologna, but Berne, whose sigillum magnum was
stolen, or in some way got at, so as to be counter-
feited to perfection. The alleged thief or forger has
been arrested, but the article was not found in his
possession and is still to seek. So the world is not
yet safe against the illicit creation of graduates, med¬
ical and other, but chiefly medical, of whom, it seems,
there are already nearly three hundred vaunting
themselves alumni of the leading Swiss University.
Scandinavia and Germany boast the majority of such
graduates, while there are some fifty or so practicing
in or on the English-speaking public in both hemi¬
spheres. The rest are chiefly to be found in Italy,
Austria and the East.
Glandular Interdependence.
Chicago, Sept. 25, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\In an editorial on "The Vital and Psychic
Complications in Castration for Prostatic Hypertrophy"
which appeared in the Journal of Saturday September 19, the
writer in speaking of the testicles, observes "that these organs
are absolutely without function at an advanced age is most cer-
tainly untrue for many individuals. . . . There is proba-
bly a germ of truth in the theory of Brown-S\l=e'\quardas to the
invigorating influence of the testicular secretion ; certainly the
experimenters in organo-therapy have not lost faith in it alto-
gether. The organs do not atrophy completely even after their
special sexual function has apparently long been lost, and it is
only reasonable to assume that they still have some utility in
the organism." This is perfectly true. I think we may safely
infer that no organ of the body performs but one function and
that alone. The several tissues, using lymph as a medium
live upon the blood, taking up from the blood the materials
for, and returning to the blood the products of, their metabol¬
ism. Therefore, the supply of blood that is not only deficient
in quantity but defective in quality, is one of the causes of
nutritive derangement. And another cause is the failure of
the organism to eliminate the waste products which accumu¬
late in the blood. But yet a third cause of defective nutrition
is the alteration of the blood which consists in the interdepend¬
ence of each and every tissue of the body upon one another,
and hence no part can either be removed or remain inactive
without producing an ill-effect upon the rest of the body.
Foster expresses himself on this subject in the following words :
"Changes in one organ may affect the condition of other dis¬
tant organs by changes induced in the composition or qualities
of the blood." And again : "The products of the metabolism of
one organ are carried to other organs for further elaboration and
possible utilization." Take, for instance, the liver. We know
from Minkowski's experiments on birds, and from the experi¬
ments of Hahn, Masson, Pawlow, Nencki and others, on dogs
that the extirpation of the liver in the former is attended with
the replacement of uric acid by ammonia and lactic acid, and
the ligation of the hepatic artery in the latter replaced uric
acid by the carbonate of ammonia. These experiments go to
show that the liver protects the organism from poisoning by
the products of its own cellular activity. And Bouchard has
demonstrated that this function of the liver diminishes in an
enormous degree the toxicity of the waste products.
Take next the pancreas. It has been conclusively proved by
the experiments of Von Mering, Minkowski, Lancereaux, Gley
and others that besides its digestive functions the pancreas
subserves the important purpose of utilizing the glucose that
is normally present in the blood. Extirpate the organ or tie
all its veins and we have glycosuria or pancreatic diabetes as
an immediate result. Forty years ago Schiff demonstrated the
troubles and alterations of nutrition following the extirpation
of the thyroid. He then believed that this body elaborated
something which had an important effect on the nutrition of
the nervous system. This has since been verified classically
in myxedema.
From Gley's experiments on the rabbit we come to find now
that acromegaly, that peculiar hypertrophy, is associated with
disease of the pituitary body. From the studies of Addison
and the experiments of Brown-Séquard, Langlois, and recently
of Schaefer and Oliver, we have arrived at the conclusion that
the medullary portion of the suprarenal capsules secretes
something which increases the tone of all muscular tissue,
especially of the heart and arteries. Indeed, even the kidneys
perform other functions besides that of eliminating waste
products. Bradford's experiments conclusively demonstrate
the fact that the renal organs possess and perform another
function, viz., the metabolism of the tissues.
It is more than probable, therefore, that the testicles also
have functions besides those intended for procreative purposes.
Testicular preparations may, therefore, reasonably be assumed
to possess useful properties. That they actually do influence
the general nutrition will be readily admitted by the results
obtained in the following case :
L. M., age 62, an Englishman, by birth, has for thirty-eight
years been a sufferer from psoriasis. When examined in June,
1896, was found to be pretty nearly hide-bound by a thick
layer of silvery scales from his head, forehead and neck, down
his front and back, his arms, nates and legs to the palms of
his hands and soles of his feet. His nails looked "worm-
eaten," and the bends of his elbows and knees were cracked
and bleeding. In his travels in Europe he had consulted every
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dermatologist of any name and had tried every known remedy
recommended by Startin, Tilbury Fox, Hebra, Unna, Kaposi
and others. He had tried hydropathic treatment for two
years ; every description of sulphur treatment from simple
sulphur to all kinds of sulphur preparations, including ichthyol
and resorcin, with sulphur and mud baths for another two
years ; had been pitched and tarred within and without for
another two years ; the thrysophanic acid, chrysarobin, araro-
bin, mercury, iodin, pilocarpin and arsenic treatments for yet
another two years ; hot vapor baths, pure and medicated with
salicylates, colchicum, potash soda and lithia, with all manner
of diaphoretics, diuretics and purgatives for an indefinite
period. But it was of no use ; the disease persisted and lat¬
terly he had ceased all treatment and was resigned to the
inevitable.
He was given a bottle of phospho-albumin, a very palatable
testicular preparation, made in Chicago, and he was advised
to discontinue all external applications, and to avoid the use of
water. He took a tablespoonful three times a day after each
meal, and he felt encouraged to continue the treatment until
he had taken three bottles of it, when he was again examined.
Now it was approximately estimated that this skin trouble
covered about
 ~% square feet of the surface of his body and I
have to report the remarkable fact that after taking his third
bottle of phospho-albumin there was not a speck of the psoriasis
to be seen. Over the diseased patches were now visible dark
chocolate-brown stains, but of perfectly velvety smoothness
without the least irritation or pruritus. This is not the first or
only case of psoriasis cured by testicular preparations. Bouffe
reports good results from Brown-Séquard's fluid in this obsti¬
nate disease (Press Med. Beige, 1894, No. 35). I have another
case of seveteen years' standing now under this treatment, but
not enough time has yet elapsed to allow of any opinion being
expressed as to its effects. It is just possible this treatment
may not succeed in the next case, for we do not know what the
something is that produced the results and, hence, we are as
yet ignorant as to the exact indications for its use. In the next
place we are ignorant of the causes which produce psoriasis.
When found in conjunction with syphilis specific treatment is
beneficial ; when it flourishes on a rheumatic or gouty soil the
salicylates, colchicum and alkalies help to alleviate the
urgency of the symptoms, but when it is "idiopathic" (a term
which expresses our ignorance of etiology) and seems to be
nothing more or less than a surface manifestation of some
general nutritive derangement, then phospho-albumin gives
results that are simply marvelous. The glandular bodies
should be studied in the laboratory as to their physiologic
chemistry and histology, and these studies combined with
experimental physiology and empirical therapeutics might
lead to great revelations. M. H. Lackersteen, M.D.
The Proposed Leprosy Congress.
New York, Oct. 19, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Ienclose some copies of letters relating to
the proposed leprosy congress. The first idea was to hold it in
Bergen, Norway, out of compliment to Hansen. The latter
has now renounced his personal claims, and the opinions are
now divided between London and Moscow. As you will see,
we were happy enough to secure the interest of Queen Victoria,
and we have a well grounded hope that the British government
will take an active part in the enterprise. Dr. Hutchinson
thinks that the Prince of Wales will almost to a certainty con-
sent to act as president of the Congress if held in London. As
the British empire is more interested than any other country
in the question of leprosy, it seems but natural, especially with
these great advantages, that London should be chosen. Dr.
Morrow, who is the committee appointed by the American
Dermatological Association to represent it in the matter of the
Congress, and who was given full powers to act, votes for
Bergen first, London second, as the seat of the Congress, and
thinks that the most successful meeting could be obtained for
London if our Congress meets shortly before or after the Mos¬
cow General Congress. I myself shall vote for London. Will
you kindly favor us with an editorial voicing these sentiments,
and greatly oblige, Very truly yours,
Albert S. Ashmead, M.D.
London, Sept. 22, 1896.
Dr. Albert Ashmead.—Dear Sir: At the Ambassador's
request I have much pleasure in enclosing herewith the answer
from Sir Arthur Bigge to your letter addressed to the Queen.
I am, dear sir, your obedient servant,
John Ridgely Carter, Secretary to U.S. Ambassador.
Balmoral Castle, Sept. 21, 1896.
Dr. Albert Ashmead.—Dear Sir: In reply to your letter
addressed to the Queen and forwarded through the embassy of
the United States in London, I have the honor to inform you
that your communication has been duly laid before Her
Majesty, who is interested in hearing of the proposed Inter¬
national Congress for the suppression and prevention of
leprosy. Your letter has now been forwarded to the Queen's
ministers, in order that the question may be considered and
dealt with by those who in all such matters must be Her
Majesty's responsible advisers. I have the honor to be, dear
sir, yours very faithfully,
Arthur Bigge, Private Secretary to the Queen.
London, Sept. 16, 1896.
Dr. Albert S. Ashmead.—My Dear Sir: I warmly approve
your scheme and vote with both hands for Bergen. It would
be a mistake to make it a part of the Moscow congress. If in
Bergen and well ahead of the Moscow meeting, so that those
who wished could attend both, it would, I think, be well
attended. For myself I might hope to get to Bergen, but
scarcely to Moscow.
I do not think that I much approve the idea of collecting
money for leper houses. What we have as medical and scien¬
tific men to do is to find out the cause and the means of pre¬
vention, and we should need all the money we can obtain for
researches. In the administration of the "Prince of Wales
fund" we felt it to be a mistake to have undertaken aid to
asylums. It wasted our funds and did an infinitesimal amount
of good.
If you thought well to compromise and meet in London, I
do not doubt that the Prince of Wales would consent to be
president. If you appoint patrons he would probably give his
name to the Bergen list.
Why not include "Yaws," or why not make it "For the
Study of widely spread Endemic Diseases, Especially Leprosy
and Yaws." It might still take its colloquial name from
leprosy. Wishing you success, I am, yours sincerely,
Jonathan Hutchinson.
Tokyo, Japan, Sept. 2, 1896.
Dr. Ashmead.—My Dear Doctor: I am directed to acknow
ledge with thanks the receipt of your favor dated New York,
Aug. 5, 1896, and beg leave to reply that Prof. Kitasato is
highly delighted to hear of your project, and that he will be
glad to do all in his power to further the interests of the Con¬
gress. He is making researches on the subject you mention,
and if they are completed at the time the Congress meets it
will afford him much pleasure to report them. He sends his
best regards. Yours very truly,
A. Nakagawa, M.D.
Assistant in Institut für Infections-krankheiten.
Bogota, Columbia, Sept. 12, 1896.
Dr. Albert S. Ashmead.—Dear Sir: I have had the honor
to receive your favor of August 5 of this year, in which you do
me the honor to inform me that in the coming year there will
be held in Bergen a Congress of Leprologists, to which you do
me the honorable distinction to invite me ; and at the same
time my own interest prompts me to interest myself with the
government of my own country to make it accept tha invita¬
tion which you address to that government, to take its place
in the said congress, and to send to it an official delegate. As
for me, I accept with the greatest of pleasure, my dear sir,
such a signal show of appreciation, and I shall take my place
in the Congress unless some unforeseen accident prevents me.
Should such an accident happen, you may be sure of the sero¬
therapy exposition you desire, for which I have already in my
hands, and I shall receive more, materials to serve as clinical
observations, photographs of diseased people, statistic and
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